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COVID-19 will influence our world for many months to come
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COVID-19 vaccine
The basics



Copyright © 2020 Mercer (US) Inc. All rights reserved.

The phases of a clinical trial
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Headlines to dissect

The White House has a COVID-19 outbreak…including the President

The CDC states “COVID-19 can sometimes be spread by airborne 

transmission”

CDC posts guidance regarding the upcoming Halloween, Dia de los Muertos

and Thanksgiving holidays (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-

coping/holidays.html)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
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Other things to consider



Copyright © 2020 Mercer (US) Inc. All rights reserved.

Questions?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
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COVID-19 Estimated Incubation Timeline, Testing Accuracy and Contagiousness
Note that this is for informational purposes only, is not considered medical advice (Mercer is not a medical advisor), and is based on small, published studies as referenced below as 
well as assumptions.  It should be considered only as a general guidance.

Exposure Occurs

0% with symptoms

100% negative rate with 

testing

68% false 

negative rate 

with testing

Median time for 

symptoms to 

develop 5.1 days

38% false negative 

rate with testing

3 days after 

typical symptom 

onset, 20% false 

negative rate with 

testing (lowest 

over timeline)

Incubation Ends

Nearly 100% of all those

who would have 

developed symptoms 

would be symptomatic
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•

•

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/contact-tracing.html

